April 27, 2004

JOBS

(Mr. ROSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, over the past
3% years our country has seen a loss of
2.8 million manufacturing jobs. Manu-
facturing jobs today are at a 53-year
low. In fact, Arkansas, the State | rep-
resent, has lost one out of every seven
manufacturing jobs since 2000.

Losing these jobs has had a dev-
astating effect on America’s working
families. Manufacturing jobs have long
been a solid source of strength for our
Nation’s economy, guaranteeing good
jobs and a high standard of living for
America’s working families. But now
millions of these manufacturing jobs
that were once the backbone of our
economy are being exported abroad to
other countries. In fact, we lost 1 mil-
lion jobs alone to China.

We have got to do more to keep our
jobs here at home. This should not be a
political issue. It should not be a par-
tisan issue. We in Congress must work
together and pass commonsense tax in-
centives that encourage rather than
discourage U.S.-based companies to en-
courage job creation right here at
home. The livelihood of America’s
working families depends on it.

——————

JUSTICE SCALIA SHOULD STEP
ASIDE

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, | believe, as all of us who
have taken an oath to serve in this
body, of the sacredness of the three
branches of government, respect the
United States Supreme Court and the
judiciary, as well as the legislative and
executive. But | do think it is impor-
tant to make note of a proceeding that
is going on in the United States Su-
preme Court that is investigating the
Vice President’s utilization of non-gov-
ernment persons to determine energy
policy in a governmentally appointed,
Presidentially appointed committee.
And | believe that Justice Scalia, in in-
volving himself in this decision, is
again warranted in reconsideration not
to engage and participate in the con-
sideration of this matter.

This is a very important matter. It is
the same importance that was given to
the decision regarding health care dur-
ing the Clinton administration.

In order for the three branches to
continue to have the integrity and the
respect constitutionally of the people
of the United States that we must have
transparency, | would ask for Justice
Scalia to step aside for a decision to be
made for Vice President CHENEY to
come forth with the names of the par-
ticipants.
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———————

RENEW THE ASSAULT WEAPONS
BAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. McCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, when | was speaking here last
week, Italian customs officials were
stopping a boat that had over 7,000 AK-
47s being shipped here to the United
States. We still do not know yet what
their intended purpose was; but with
30-round clips, it could not have been
good with AK-47s.

I have scheduled a meeting with the
U.S. Customs officials to discuss this
troubling shipment. After all, if it is
legal to ship in AK-47s, when we are
now looking on the assault weapons
bill to expire on September 13, can you
imagine the flood of guns that are
going to be on our streets in a very
short while?

Mr. Speaker, the assault weapons ban
expires in 139 days. Today and tomor-
row police chiefs from all over the
country are calling for President Bush
and Congress to renew the assault
weapons ban. In Detroit, Los Angeles,
Chicago, Miami, Atlanta, Seattle and
many other cities, police chiefs are
calling upon us to help them to make
sure the assault weapons ban stays in
place.

Tomorrow, | will join Members of
Congress and the national law enforce-
ment leaders in calling on President
Bush to keep his promise during the
2000 year race that he would sign an as-
sault weapons ban if it gets on his
desk. Hopefully, the police officers will
be able to convince the President to
get involved in this issue.

If we cannot bring it up here on the
House for a floor vote, it cannot get to
the President’s desk. | would love to
see many of my colleagues there to-
morrow at the press conference. The
power of law enforcement was what es-
sentially passed the last original bill.
There is a reason why our law enforce-
ment supports the ban so strongly: 10
years ago cops were routinely
outgunned by criminals in our commu-
nities with powered assault weapons,
but the assault weapons ban made get-
ting these guns far more difficult. As a
result, our police officers are safer
today than they were 10 years ago. So
are our neighborhoods; so are our com-
munities. Why would we want to turn
back this progress?
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Can anyone tell me why we need AK-
47s, Uzis back on the street? |1 under-
stand the power of the NRA, but any-
body with common sense knows that
we do not use these particular kinds of

H2395

guns to go hunting. Our police officers
do not even like using them. Remem-
ber, a police officer is supposed to stop
a criminal, not Kkill them unless their
life is under risk.

If assault weapons are coming back
on the street again, obviously our po-
lice officers are going to be in trouble
once again. Please remember, when
you have assault weapons and if we go
back to the old way with the amount of
clips up to 30, 40, 50, 100, what chance
do our police officers have? Are we
going to have a war right here in the
United States, citizen against citizen,
criminals against our police officers? Is
that where we want to go? | do not
think so.

I am asking my colleagues to stand
up and be counted on this. Since | have
been here | have worked on gun safety
issues. | have never tried to take away
the right of someone trying to own a
gun. Our citizens know darn well if
they have nothing to fear they can get
the permit to go hunting. They can get
the permit to go buy a gun, but why
would you go open up the flood gates of
assault weapons so our drug lords, our
criminals and possibly even terrorists
that are here in this country to be able
to buy these guns?

Common sense. Think about the offi-
cers that have died. Think about the
families they have left behind. Think
about our community. Think about the
school shootings we have had in the
past. Do we want to go back there? Can
we stop every Kkilling? No, we cannot.
But why would we open again the flood
gates of having these kinds of guns
back on our streets?

I remind my colleagues, | remind the
people across this Nation, the guns we
are talking about bringing back on
these streets are the guns we see every
single night being used in lraqg, assault
weapons, AK-47s, Uzis, large capacity
clips.

I beg my colleagues to think about
this carefully. The law has worked. We
should make it permanent and we
should make sure that they are not al-
lowed on our street.

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER AND
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
SELECT COMMITTEE ON HOME-
LAND SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as member of the Select Com-
mittee on Homeland Security:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 23, 2004.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Please accept this let-
ter as my resignation as a member of the Se-
lect Committee on Homeland Security, effec-
tive immediately. | realize that | served on
the Select Committee due to my role as
Chairman of the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee. | no longer hold the position of
Chairman, thus | resign from the other.
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